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As a Graphic Designer in training seeing teachers 
and students using type in the wrong way makes me 
feel a bit sick.

So in this manifesto are a few key things you 
should know when preparing documents yourself.
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My Rules and Regs

Now the general rules of thumb according to 
myself are:

•	Don’t have your text too close together in your 
page design! It can make the page seem 
crammed and unreadable therefore not 
enticing your reader.

•	DO NOT and i repeat DO NOT use more than 
one typeface it just looks awful. Instead try using 
different styles i.e. bold and italics

•	Don’t use too many vivid colours - it can be 
distracting and harsh on the eyes.

•	Make sure there is enough room between text 
and images - don’t want to loose your text!

•	If you MUST use different font types to distinguish 
your text use the same style i.e. sans or sans serif

•	Match colours that work well together and can 
be visible when using text e.g. green & purple.
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Examples

Bad type 
Bad Colour
way too 

close
Can you 

even read 
this?

Good type 
Good Colour

evenly 
seperated

Nice and easy to 
read

Now which of these would i say is better? the right 
obvisouly works much better, i mean i can’t even 

read what has been put on the left, it’s just a mess 
and should not be happening!



“But I find that for myself, without exception, “But I find that for myself, without exception, 
the more I deal with the work as something the more I deal with the work as something 
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More Examples

Text
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So

Important

Text
Styles

Are 
So

Important

There is an argument here that the left does look 
ok but i guess this would depend on what the use 
of the type is, are you conveying a message? or 
are you displaying information? The right would 
therefore be the option for the type of work you 

will be doing as a teacher or student you need to 
display text carefully and professionally.



Overview
What have we learnt then?

Take more time to look at your text and colour 
choices in your document and designers 

like me won’t suffer anymore. No longer will 
we nearly vomit and have to re-do your work 

completely just to make it look good. You can 
put a stop to it just by paying more attention!

Disclaimer

No graphic designers were harmed in the making of this 
manifesto, No copyright or moral infringement intended.
All third-party opinions expressed via quotations used are 
those of the individuals concerned and do not necessarily 
represent those of ABC Copywriting, its parent or its affiliates. No 
responsibility can be accepted for any action you take or refrain 
from taking as a result of viewing this manifesto, including but 
not limited to modifying your own work to include all or part of 
any of these disclaimers or elements thereof. 

“I want to make beautiful things, even if 

“I want to make beautiful things, even if 
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That’s my intent.” – Saul Bass 
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